io+	PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA
into five groups, called degi, meaning " the foundation
of the stage/' Each group was responsible for the
management and expenses of this gathering in turn.
With the deepening of the economic depression in
the village, these annual meetings have been suspended
and it is difficult for the present to say whether they
will be revived when the economic depression is over*
The interesting fact that there is no tendency to attri-
bute the economic depression to the suspension of the
gathering, but, on the contrary, the economic depression
was regarded as the cause of the suspension. This
shows that the nature of the gathering was less religious
or magical than recreative. The economic depression,
which is due solely to the fall of silk and rice prices,
is understood in its true nature, and thus the solution
resorted to has been the perfectly reasonable one of
introducing modern technique and new industries.
The local gods, who were invited to attend the opera
in former days, are found in two temples in the village:
one at the south end and the other at the west end
(II~4).   Each Chia sends its representative to visit the
temple twice a month and make sacrifices individually.
This is not obligatory and is usually neglected.   But
persons who continue this observance constantly direct
their attentions to one of the two temples, which is
determined by the location of their houses.   The
people living on Yu I, III and the north part of II,
go to the west temple and the rest to the south temple.
But individuals in the same area do not associate with
each other in definite duties and obligations, as we
found in the worship of luiwan*   Their association is
only through the temple.   We must, in fact, say that
there is not a religious group but a religious area.
The two temples are owned by different priests.

